
Museum and Gallery Exhibitions 

Curators choose their favourites 

 

Andrea Patrick Byrne – Artist 

 

Joseph Cornell and Karen Kilimnik at Spruth Magers were both inspired by the Romantic Ballet era. The walls 

enveloping the works had been painted inky Bible black and liberally dusted with glitter: softly hugging the darkness 

of the gallery space. Installations and paintings were revealed to us under dimmed spotlights and highlighting works 

such as Cornell’s “devotional” boxes to a once accomplished ballerina and Kilimnik’s discarded tutu’s concealing 

fabricated rats. The thematic thread? Their shared yet separate passion of the ballet woven together by the curator 

and embellished by the intimacy of low lighting and glitter seduced the viewer with romantic sublime and high camp. 

A decourously seductive glimpse under the tulle of balletic fandom. 

 

The Sacred Made Real at the National gallery was a truly awesome presentation of selected Spanish artists of the 

17th Century identifying with the physical suffering inflicted on Saints, Christ’s Crucifiction and the violence of 

martyrdom. As I and many others silently gazed like mourners at a wake into the face of Gregorio Fernandez’s Dead 

Christ, I was profoundly affected by horror, empathy, guilt and grief. I saw wood bleed. 

 

Andrea Patrick Byrne 
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