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Visual Cultures came together through the promise of another horizon. One does not negotiate boundaries, but rather 

potentialities, one that reaches out relationally and does not police notions of what might be appropriate study. At its 

inception we knew that we wanted a meeting ground between creative practices, politics and philosophy – as these 

were the components that restlessly interrogated one another and would never settle into a complacent co-existence. 

Also we knew that our subject was contemporaneity driven by the urgency of what was happening around us and the 

desire to find ways of intervening into it. 

In its beginnings the drive behind Visual Culture was probably not much more than the search for a space that would 

allow us to do whatever we felt was urgent to do. As the field evolved and more people came into it, we understood 

that it was the principle of an assemblage that was at work here, people assembled themselves, drawn to the 

promise of the field and brought new terms of inquiry with them. Rather than a disciplinary formation with bodies of 

knowledge handed down from generation to generation, we had arrived at a lateral formation, insights reaching out 

and connecting with other insights; chatting and socialising and seeing how they expanded each others horizons. 

From largely being theoreticians, we began experimenting with practices; curating, film making, programming, 

performing, exhibiting, educating and researching made visible and manifest in public. The people studying in the 

programs began to work through projects as well, collectively and collaboratively and producing work that far 

exceeded the materials in their courses. And so a new model for innovative and creative research based in the 

investigation of concepts has also begun to emerge from within Visual Culture rather than applied to it. 

As we turn a corner, bolstered by new colleagues and new knowledge and insights and drives, we wonder where a 

field without boundaries might head? Of how it will intersect with neo liberal demands for cognitive capital and 

foreseeable outcomes? We recognize that the times have changed and the demands for education have become 

more pragmatic and result orientated – but the discussions in the classrooms tell us another story. Students and 

lecturers eager to actually confront the most difficult problems of the day and to do so in experimental and 

incalculable modes, passionate about following their interests and their beliefs. And so we go on in hope. 
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