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Andrea Byrne’s Visited series see the employment of the shrouded figure, an emblem recurrent throughout her work 

over the last three years. For Byrne the figure is drawn simultaneously from her own recollection alongside the 

universal collective cultural memory of our society. 

The inspiration for these works comes in part from Byrne’s childhood memories of Catholicism. The blues used 

throughout the three works bring to mind both the ‘nun’s habit’ as well as the more subtle connotations of distance 

and disappearance. Whilst being drawn from Byrne’s memories these works have a further link to her person. The 

dimensions for the figures are originally taken from life-size drawings of the artist. In doing this Byrne allows the 

viewer a direct window into her memory and mind. Byrne also states that her work is informed by the Derridean 

concept of “ the adult translation of childhood liturgical memory”. 

Inspired by numerous Catholic accounts of the Virgin’s visitations and apparitions the works draw on cultures oldest 

tradition religion. Byrne states that her aim in creating these works was to ‘convey transience and temporality, a 

momentary blurred apparition, recognisable yet amorphous in the process of sliding out of time, vision and the 

canvas” 

Each work pulls the motif of the Visited figure into different forms and implications. Visited I appears coldly serene, 

reminiscent of a watery, yet faceless reflection of the viewer. The deformations of the motif in Visited II disturb the 

viewer’s expectations of the visual plane. Whilst the first two images maintain the original form of the emblem, Visited 

III violently distorts the figure to a terrifying outcome. 

Concerned with the wide and imposing issues of matrimony and religiosity. Byrne’s ethereal and haunting figure 

prompts a varied response; feelings of discomfort, recognition and even fear can be felt whist standing on front of 

them. 

  

  

 


